
Fowey	  Primary	  School	  -‐	  CHARGING	  POLICY	  
	  

The	  school	  endeavours	  to	  provide	  a	  rich	  variety	  of	  activities	  both	  within	  school	  and	  through	  trips	  
further	  afield.	  Funding	  from	  the	  schools	  delegated	  budget	  and	  private	  funds	  supports	  these	  
activities.	  
	  
Out	  of	  School	  Visits	  
	  
During	  the	  year,	  we	  organise	  a	  range	  of	  visits	  for	  groups	  and	  classes.	  	  These	  use	  the	  town,	  local	  
beaches	  and	  countryside	  and	  visits	  further	  afield.	  	  We	  aim	  to	  provide	  at	  least	  one	  residential	  
experience	  for	  the	  children,	  usually	  in	  their	  final	  years	  with	  us.	  
	  
They	  serve	  to	  enhance	  topic	  work	  in	  school	  and	  to	  build	  children's	  social	  and	  personal	  skills.	  
	  
We	  need	  and	  welcome	  parental	  help	  on	  many	  of	  these	  visits.	  	  The	  LA	  guidelines	  for	  Outdoor	  
Education	  are	  carefully	  observed	  together	  with	  our	  own	  policy.	  	  
	  
Parents	  will	  be	  asked	  to	  sign	  a	  form	  giving	  permission	  for	  local	  visits.	  	  Any	  "major"	  outings	  will	  have	  
additional	  details	  provided.	  
	  
Where	  transport	  is	  used,	  minibuses	  will	  satisfy	  current	  regulations	  and	  have	  forward	  facing	  belted	  
seats.	  	  Coaches	  and	  buses	  will	  only	  be	  used	  if	  they	  also	  satisfy	  LA	  guidelines	  and	  children	  will	  only	  sit	  
2	  to	  a	  seat.	  	  Sometimes,	  parents	  offer	  transport	  –	  e.g.	  to	  sports	  matches.	  	  This	  is	  welcomed.	  	  A	  DBS	  
clearance	  and	  volunteer	  driver	  declaration	  form	  is	  required	  to	  be	  completed	  and	  parents	  should	  
liaise	  with	  each	  other	  and	  ourselves	  if	  they	  are	  not	  happy	  for	  their	  children	  to	  travel	  in	  this	  way.	  
	  
Requests	  for	  Support	  
	  
On	  some	  occasions,	  we	  can	  only	  provide	  an	  activity	  if	  we	  receive	  some	  voluntary	  contributions	  from	  
parents.	  	  They	  may	  find	  requests	  from	  staff	  for	  such	  items	  as	  cookery	  ingredients,	  materials	  and	  
money	  to	  purchase	  specific	  parts	  of	  equipment	  which	  will	  be	  taken	  home.	  	  These	  are	  occasional	  and	  
will	  not	  impede	  any	  statutory	  provision	  for	  your	  child.	  	  
	  
Visits	  out	  of	  school	  are	  becoming	  very	  expensive.	  	  Rather	  than	  cut	  back,	  we	  endeavour	  to	  find	  ways	  
of	  making	  them	  possible,	  for	  example	  through	  fundraising	  or	  approaching	  local	  charities	  for	  
assistance.	  We	  occasionally	  also	  ask	  for	  voluntary	  contributions	  to	  meet	  part	  of	  the	  costs.	  	  No	  child	  
will	  be	  excluded	  from	  activities,	  in	  school	  time,	  on	  the	  grounds	  of	  costs.	  	  However,	  if	  the	  total	  of	  
voluntary	  contribution	  is	  not	  sufficient	  and	  we	  cannot	  fund	  the	  activity	  from	  other	  sources,	  we	  may	  
have	  to	  cancel	  the	  activity.	  
	  
For	  parents	  who	  are	  on	  low	  incomes	  and	  in	  receipt	  of	  the	  following	  benefits,	  support	  is	  available	  to	  
the	  when	  being	  asked	  for	  contributions	  towards	  the	  cost	  of	  school	  visits.	  This	  will	  be	  stated	  in	  any	  
letter	  sent	  home.	  	  
	  
Eligible	  benefits:	  

• Universal	  Credit	  in	  prescribed	  circumstances	  
• Income	  Support	  
• Income	  Based	  Jobseekers	  Allowance	  
• Support	  under	  part	  VI	  of	  the	  Immigration	  and	  Asylum	  Act	  1999	  



• Child	  Tax	  Credit,	  provided	  that	  Working	  Tax	  Credit	  is	  not	  also	  received	  and	  the	  family’s	  
income	  (as	  assessed	  by	  HMRC)	  does	  not	  exceed	  £16,190	  (financial	  year	  2013/14)	  

• The	  guarantee	  element	  of	  State	  Pension	  Credit	  
• An	  income	  related	  employment	  and	  support	  allowance	  that	  was	  introduced	  on	  27	  October	  

2008	  
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